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 Then the woman went to her husband and told him, "A man of God came to me. He 
looked like an angel of God, very awesome. I didn't ask him where he came from, and he didn't 
tell me his name. But he said to me, 'You will conceive and give birth to a son. Now then, drink 
no wine or other fermented drink and do not eat anything unclean, because the boy will be a 
Nazirite of God from birth until the day of his death.'" 
 Then Manoah prayed to the Lord: "O Lord, I beg you, let the man of God you sent to us 
come again to teach us how to bring up the boy who is to be born." 
 God heard Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman while she was out 
in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. The woman hurried to tell her husband, 
"He's here! The man who appeared to me the other day!" 
 Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to the man, he said, "Are you the 
one who talked to my wife?" 
 "I am," he said. 
 So Manoah asked him, "When your words are fulfilled, what is to be the rule for the 
boy's life and work?" 
 The angel of the LORD answered, "Your wife must do all that I have told her. She must 
not eat anything that comes from the grapevine, nor drink any wine or other fermented drink 
nor eat anything unclean. She must do everything I have commanded her." 
 Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, "We would like you to stay until we prepare a 
young goat for you." 
 The angel of the LORD replied, "Even though you detain me, I will not eat any of your 
food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, offer it to the LORD.” (Manoah did not realize that it 
was the angel of the LORD.) 
 Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that we may 
honor you when your word comes true?”  
 He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding.” Then Manoah took 
a young goat, together with the grain offering, and sacrificed it on a rock to the LORD. And the 
LORD did an amazing thing while Manoah and his wife watched: As the flame blazed up from 
the altar toward heaven, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame. Seeing this, Manoah and 
his wife fell with their faces to the ground. When the angel of the LORD did not show himself 
again to Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD. 
 “We are doomed to die!” he said to his wife. “We have seen God!” 
 But his wife answered, “If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a 
burnt offering and grain offering from our hands, nor shown us all these things or now told us 
this.” 
 The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the LORD blessed 
him. (NIV84) 
 



 If all you know about the Bible’s book of Judges is the name, you might conclude that 
it’s a fearsome and/or depressing sort of book. If you think you know something more about 
the book than its name, you might argue that it’s actually a really cool, uplifting book. After all, 
it’s got the story of God’s judges—men like Samson, men like Gideon, men like…uh…Samson 
and Gideon…and some others. But whatever their names were, you’re pretty sure that Judges 
is an uplifting book filled with heroes. 
 Actually, the people who know nothing but the name of the book might be closer to 
being correct.  
 Someone has described Judges as a book in which the following cycle is repeated over 
and over: Rebellion, Repression, Repentance, Restoration. Rebellion, Repression… 
 The point is that the book of Judges reveals to us the utter sinfulness of the Jews, who 
had been chosen by God to be his people. Even some of the men whom God chose to deliver 
his people from their enemies were terribly flawed men—almost as though even at those times 
God couldn’t find one truly noble man to represent him. And if you’re looking for light, fluffy, 
and uplifting, stay away from the final five chapters! 
 But this morning’s reading from Judges is a ray of sunshine coming through the 
darkness.  
 The Israelites had once again done “evil in the eyes of the Lord, so the LORD delivered 
them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years” (Judges 13:1). The hands of the Philistines 
were becoming familiar hands to the Israelites, but they were not good hands. They were hands 
of oppression and sorrow--hands that made one wonder if God had abandoned his people 
entirely.  
 Suddenly God bursts onto the scene. (He'd been there all along, of course, but for much 
of the time he is what someone has called "the hidden God" who works his plan behind the 
scenes with us hardly realizing it.) He appears to the wife of a man named Manoah to let her 
know that, although she has been unable to have children, she will now not only have a son, 
but a son who has been chosen by God to deliver the Israelites from the Philistines.  
 Not surprisingly, she goes to tell her husband the news. You have to admire Manoah's 
response. He doesn't grunt at her and go back to reading his sports page. He doesn't laugh at 
her and tell her to let him know if unicorns come and talk to her. He doesn't respond with a 
skeptical "Yeah, I'm not going to count my chickens--or my babies--before they're hatched." 
 Instead, he prays. He prays that God would send the messenger one more time to 
"teach us how to bring up the boy who is to be born."  
 Fathers and those who might become fathers down the road, Manoah sets a great 
example for us. He's not content to do as so many fathers do, and leave the raising of the 
children primarily to his wife. He wants to lead the way as a father, and yet he's also humble 
enough to admit that he needs help from God in doing that. So he prays to God for help. 
 Do we eagerly seek God's guidance in raising our children? Or are we content to 
sometimes slop our way through parenting with a level of commitment that might be described 
as "As long as it doesn't get in the way of researching who to start this week in my fantasy 
football league." Or are we so proud that we pretend that there is nothing we could learn about 
being a father from the one we are to address as "Our Father"?  
 How blessed Samson was to have had a father like Manoah! 



 God answers Manoah's prayer. The angel of the Lord appeared again to Manoah's wife, 
and she ran to get Manoah. He asked the messenger, "When your words are fulfilled, what is to 
be the rule for the boy's life and work?"  
 Note the confidence Manoah showed that although the words of God's messenger were 
at the very least improbable and at worst impossible, he was certain that they would come 
true, saying, "When your words are fulfilled..." How many times have we failed to take God at 
his word--or at least responded in a manner more along the lines of "If your words are 
fulfilled..."  
 However, the angel gave no more information than what he had already spoken in the 
previous appearance: That she should not drink alcohol or eat any foods that God had declared 
to be "unclean", and that they should never cut the boy's hair.  
 Whether Manoah was simply being hospitable or whether he was also hoping that some 
goat BBQ might further loosen the tongue of God's messenger, he said, "We would like you to 
stay until we prepare a young goat for you." 
 The angel said that if Manoah wanted to prepare a young goat, he should offer it as a 
sacrifice to the Lord.  
 When he does, the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame! And suddenly Manoah 
realized that his visitor had been no mere messenger from God, that he had not been carrying 
on a conversation with a mere angel, but that he had been carrying on a conversation with God 
himself! 
 You might think that that would have been exciting for Manoah, but think about that for 
a moment. Manoah had seen God, and he'd blown it. If he'd only known who he was talking to, 
he would surely have done things differently. 
 It's like the time I was at a banquet near the end of my last year at the Seminary. We 
were invited to bring our wives/fiancees, so I brought Johannah. People were standing around 
having hors doeuvres and chatting before going into the banquet hall, and the insurance rep for 
Aid Association for Lutherans came up to Johannah and me. I knew him because, I think, his 
office had made a generous donation earlier in the year to each senior so that we could buy 
books.  
 I handled the situation as an adult, not only chatting with him amiably, but also 
remembering to introduce him to my fiancee and vice versa.  
 It was only later, during the dinner, that I finally had to give in to the insistence of my 
classmates, and admit that I had confused the AAL rep with the synod president.  
 I have no idea what I said to the synod president in the conversation that evening, but I 
know that I didn't say what I had wanted to say, and I wondered what impression he had of me, 
and I wondered how I was going to like being assigned to a congregation in Broken Pitchfork 
Handle, Nebraska. 
 Now take that and multiply it by 1000, and that's probably what Manoah was feeling. He 
had come face-to-face with God--and he'd insisted on making him a meal--as though the 
almighty God needed Manoah to be his chef! He'd come face-to-face with God--and he'd failed 
to recognize him, instead asking what his name was! He'd come face-to-face with God--and he 
hadn't had the sense to do the one thing a sinner ought to do when you come face-to-face with 
God--hide your face! Fall down before him, and in humility don't dare to look at him.  



 It kind of makes you glad that you don't have to encounter God face-to-face, right? Not 
just because you figure that if he veiled his glory as he did when he came to Manoah, you'd fail 
to recognize him, treating him as though he were some insurance salesman. Oh, we'd probably 
do that. But even worse, if we encountered God face-to-face, he'd see us as we are. 
 The insincerity toward him and toward others? That insincerity that we think is hidden 
behind our eyes? He'd see that. Our conditional trust in his promises--which is really no trust at 
all? He'd see that. Our failures in parenting--failures to parent with love, failures to parent with 
care, failures to parent at all? He'd see that.  
 If we met God face-to-face, he look at us, and he'd see all of our imperfection, all of our 
rebellion, all of our sin. And we'd go up in flames as certainly as a bundle of newspapers tossed 
into a roaring campfire. 
 That's what Peter was sure of in this morning's gospel reading as he looked Jesus in the 
face, saying in a tone of voice that I would imagine was approaching panic, "Go away from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!" (Luke 5:8) That's what Isaiah was sure of when God appeared to 
him. He said, "Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips..and my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord Almighty!" (Isaiah 6:5) 
 And it's what Manoah was sure of as well, saying, "We are doomed to die! We have seen 
God!" Yes, even Manoah, although we would say that he had shown himself to be a man who 
was by and large concerned with doing the right thing, with being a good parent, with taking 
God at his Word--even Manoah knew that his sins condemned him to death in Hell. 
 But Manoah's wife showed a depth of spiritual understanding in her reply, saying to 
him, "If the Lord had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and grain 
offering from our hands, nor shown us all these things or now told us this."  
 If God had wanted to kill them, instead of burning up the goat, he could have turned the 
fire on them instead. If God had wanted to kill them, he would have come to them with words 
of judgment and curse, rather than with words of grace and blessing concerning a son.  
 I don't know if it occurred to Manoah's wife that the Angel of the Lord went up in flame-
-almost as if he himself were the sacrifice... 
 Remember who the Angel of the Lord is. He was sent by God, but he also was God, as 
Manoah confessed. It would be some 1400 years later that God would return to this earth in 
the person of Jesus. There on the cross he would go up in the flames of God's wrath as a 
payment for your sin.  
 God does not want to kill you. God does not want to destroy you. If he wanted to do 
that, he would not have sent his Son to take your place on the cross. If God wanted to kill you, 
he would not have accepted Jesus as an offering for your sins. If God wanted to destroy you, he 
would not have told you  and shown you all these things in his Word.  
 So what happens when you see God face-to-face? Because of Jesus, you are not ruined. 
Because of God's great love for you, you are not doomed to die. As he blessed Manoah and his 
wife with a son, he has blessed you--with his one and only Son.  
 In a few minutes, many of us will see God face-to-face as we approach his altar to 
receive the body and blood of his Son Jesus. One of our communion hymns begins with the 
words, "Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face."  



 But when we sing them, they are not fearful words of ruination and doom. The hymn 
goes on, "Here would I touch and handle things unseen. Here grasp with firmer hand eternal 
grace, and all my weariness upon you lean."  
 One day, of course, we will see the Lord face-to-face in a way that we can't even 
imagine. When we do, we can be certain of this: Because we have seen him here through the 
eyes of faith, we will see him there, in Heaven, forever. Amen.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Angel of the Lord replied: “Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding; it’s too wonderful” (Judges 13:18 - paraphrase). 
What did the Angel of the Lord mean that his name was “beyond understanding” and “too wonderful”? It was a gentle rebuke to remind Manoah and us that God 
doesn’t always tell us what we want to know about him or our future but he always tells us what we need to know and we should be content with that. Manoah was 
desperate for more details on how to raise his son but the heavenly messenger assured him he had all the details he needed. Likewise we often wish that God 

would just tell us which house to buy or what kind of career to pursue. “I want to do your will,” we cry. But God replies, “You a lready know my will. Love me and 
love your neighbor. Keep that in mind as you choose a house and a career.”  
Even if God were to tell us everything we would like to know about him, our puny human minds wouldn’t be able to process it. For example, God has told us that 
he is “triune” that is, he is three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit yet one God, not three Gods. Do you understand how that can be? No, even when we stand 
on our spiritual tippy-toes we still can’t reach the bottom step of the throne of the Eternal that we may fully grasp him (adapted from C. Spurgeon). But it’s not 
important that we understand God fully; it’s crucial that we trust him completely. That’s what the Angel of the Lord was telling Manoah.  
But is the God of the Bible worthy of our full trust – especially if we can’t always understand his ways? I mean you wouldn’t invest in a business venture just 

because some  

 

  
But what I think is really interesting is how the Angel of the Lord went up in the flame – as if he himself was the sacrifice… Do you see where I am going with this? 
You might if you remember who the Angel of the Lord is. He was sent by God but he also was God, as Manoah confessed. The Angel of the Lord is often an Old 
Testament name for the Second Person of the Trinity, the Son of God who, of course, is now known as…Jesus. This Jesus did actually leap into the flame of 
God’s wrath over our sin. That happened on Good Friday when he was jammed onto that piece of kindling we call the cross.  
What does that mean for you? Well, we started this section by asking how can you trust a God you can’t fully understand. I trust him because he has proven his 
love for me at the cross. And so even though I don’t fully understand his ways, I know that he always has my best interest in mind. It’s like having a friend who is a 

mechanic. You might not always understand what he’s talking about when he’s discussing what work needs to be done on your car but you’ll entrust him with that 
work because as your friend, he’s already shown that he cares about you and wouldn’t do anything to intentionally harm you or rip you off. You won’t even freak 
out when he’s taken your car apart and has pieces of it lying all over your driveway. Likewise when it feels as if God has taken your life apart and the pieces are 
lying all over the driveway, you can trust that he’s going to put them back together again so that you’ll be spiritually better off than you were before. I mean if God 
was willing to die for you, is he going to withhold from you now anything that you really need? No, not even when he chastises us as he did the Israelites of 
Samson’s day by allowing them to suffer under the heavy hand of the Philistines. That oppression lasted 40 years – a lifetime for many! Yet since it came from a 
loving God, it’s exactly what the Israelites needed so they would repent of their sins and enjoy God’s love forever in heaven.  
 
6--Note that here and throughout, Samson's parents appear to be people of faith, true 
believers. Even at a time as dark as this, there were still true believers in Israel, simple people 
living their simple lives--but living them to the glory of God. We recall another dark time, a time 
when God told Elijah that there were still 7000 believers in Israel. Remember also that the story 
of Ruth took place during the time of the judges. 
 
8--Words of faith 
 
12--A clear expression of undoubting faith 
 
20--Apparently much the same as in the case of Gideon--Judges 6:21. 
 
23--A simple, sensible faith. 
 
    --A/D: This is the most pleasant chapter in Judges. (Very possibly. We see prayers answered,  
promises fulfilled, and especially simple faith--things in pretty short supply in the rest  
of Judges.) 
 
 
Judges is a pretty difficult book. The only time people really get serious about spiritual matters 
is when the situation of their physical lives has gotten pretty serious. (Add more about the time 
of the Judges.) But here in this reading we see a really fine couple. (Talk about the faith that 
Manoah and his wife showed in this chapter. Focus especially on v. 8. Also v. 12, 15.) And yet 
even this couple didn't believe that they were worthy to see God. Like Isaiah in Isaiah 6, like 
Peter in Luke 5, they felt that their sins damned them to hell--and that as soon as they saw God, 
that is what would happen to them. They were right about their sins damning them to hell. But 
if God had meant to do that to us, if that was his main desire, then he would have done it. He 
would not have given us a child--this one not named Samson, but Jesus. He would not have 
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accepted Jesus as a burnt offering to pay for our sin. Nor would he have told us about this Jesus 
that we might believe in him. Nor would he accept the grain offerings that we bring him. 


